
Plant and animal species that are rare, and 
in some cases, unique to the Pinelands can 
be found along the route.  The trail passes 
through some of South Jersey’s forgotten 
towns like Martha, Lower Forge and 

Four Mile. The trail is marked with pink 
blazes, and there are several major roads 
that intersect it, making it easy to plan 
hikes of varying lengths.  
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The 50-mile long Batona Trail derives 
its name from the words BAck TO 
NAture. It crosses vast tracts of New 
Jersey’s Pinelands National Reserve.  
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Brendan T. Byrne State Forest
Today’s forested acres are a strong contrast 
to the barren, cleared land that existed during 
the operation of the Lebanon G

lass W
orks. 

The glass w
orks w

as operated from
 1851 to 

1867 and shut dow
n after depleting the supply 

of w
ood necessary for the furnace to operate. 

Today, visitors to Brendan T. Byrne State 
Forest are greeted by the fresh scent of pine. 
N

um
erous tea-colored, iron-rich stream

s of 
pure w

ater flow
 through acres of sw

am
py land 

covered w
ith dense stands of A

tlantic w
hite 

cedar. H
ikers can follow

 sandy trails and roads 
that crisscross the forest, occasionally passing 
the rem

ains of stone or brick structures 
representing w

hat w
as once a bustling tow

n. 
For m

ore inform
ation about cam

ping and 
other recreational opportunities at Brendan 
T. Byrne State Forest, call the forest office at 
(609) 726-1191.

W
harton State Forest

W
harton State Forest, located in the heart of 

the Pinelands, is the largest single tract of 
state-ow

ned land in N
ew

 Jersey, containing 
m

ore than 120,000 acres. The forest is hom
e 

to m
any threatened and endangered plants 

and anim
als including bog asphodel and the 

Pine Barrens tree frog. The natural beauty of 
W

harton State Forest can be appreciated at 
all tim

es of the year. M
iles of trails, pristine 

w
aterw

ays and uninterrupted 
w

ilderness aw
ait the 

outdoor enthusiast.

Cam
ping, by perm

it 
only, is allow

ed at 
several designated 
areas. For m

ore 
inform

ation about 
W

harton State 
Forest, call the 
forest office at 
(609) 561-0024 or 
(609) 268-0444.

Bass R
iver State Forest

The State of N
ew

 Jersey began acquiring land 
for the Bass River 

Forest Preserve in 
1905 that later 

becam
e Bass River 

State Forest, N
ew

 
Jersey’s first state 

forest. The land w
as 

preserved for public 
recreation, w

ater 
conservation 

and w
ildlife and 

tim
ber m

anagem
ent. In June 1933, Civilian 

Conservation Corps Cam
p 

N
o. 7 (later changed to 

Cam
p S-55) w

as built 
along East G

reenbush 
Road and lasted 
until the Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
ended in 1942 w

ith 
the onset of W

orld 
W

ar II. Lake A
bsegam

i, 
a 67-acre lake created in the 
1930s by the CCC, 
is the center of the 
forest’s recreational 
activities and provides an area for sw

im
m

ing 
and a serene setting 
for boating, fishing 

and birding. A self-
guided trail through 

the A
bsegam

i N
atural 

A
rea w

anders through a 
pine/oak w

oods and 
a sm

all A
tlantic 

w
hite cedar bog.    

There is also a self-guided trail through the 
rem

ains of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
cam

p. The forest is 
hom

e to hundreds 
of acres of dw

arf 
pine plains, a 
globally rare 
plant com

m
unity 

w
ith pitch 

pine 
trees that 

reach a height 
of only 5 feet to 6 feet. Cam

ping 
opportunities include cam

psites, 
lean-tos, shelters and cabins. 
For m

ore inform
ation about 

cam
ping and other recreational 

opportunities at Bass River 
State Forest, call the forest 
office at (609) 296-1114.
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Tell som
eone w

here you are going and 
w

hen you plan to return.

K
now

 your route.

K
now

 your ability/lim
itations.

Check the local w
eather forecast.

Be bear aw
are.

M
ap/Com

pass/G
PS

Food and Snacks

W
ater and W

ater Treatm
ent Supplies

Flashlight/H
eadlam

p

First A
id K

it

W
histle

Insect Repellant

Sunscreen and Sunglasses

Cell Phone (Service availability m
ay be lim

ited.)

Com
fortable Footw

ear and W
eather 

A
ppropriate Clothing

Cam
era

Binoculars

W
atch

Extra Batteries

In the 18th and early 19th centuries, a w
eb 

of industrial centers thrived in w
hat is 

now
 W

harton State Forest. Fueled by the 
natural resources, these centers produced 
iron, glass, lum

ber and paper. W
hile m

any 
are gone today, significant buildings and 
structures rem

ain at Batsto and A
tsion 

reflecting the ventures that existed during 
the 19th century.

Pitcher-Plant

Sassafras
Pitch Pine

W
hite O

ak

Sw
eetgum

Bl
ue

be
rr

y

Bo
g 

A
sp

ho
de

l

G.Mika

Before you hike...

H
iking C

hecklist:
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Civilian Conservation Corps M
em

orial
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G
reat Blue H

eron
A

tlantic W
hite Cedar Forest

H
istoric Batsto Village
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